
Vienna: (Re)views (by Marlene Kleinl)
„Vienna is different“, and so is this fascinating book about the capital of Austria. By all means I am sure producing such a special book was a great challenge, but the authors involved mastered it excellently.  Not a single one of the 21 high-quality texts contained in Vienna: Views resembles the other: It is rather a variegated choice of individual views and reflections upon the city including personal experiences and tragic fictive characters. As a reader I was eager to find out what non Austrian citizens have to say about the city of my choice, and this is of course different. These stories have also inspired me to take a closer look and become more sensitive when observing the life in the streets and the city itself, to finally recognise: Of course there is a lot to reflect upon, maybe even to write about. Those everyday experiences, bad or good, by individual characters gave me a clue: It is not always as what it seems. So step closer and let yourself drag along by these mostly illuminating pieces of writing. The views about Vienna expressed in this outstanding collection range from nice , neat, even idealised and romanticised reflections to hateful, weird and “fucking beautifully illustrated”  to satiric and lovely ironic ones. In the first story a man describes his experiences in Vienna from the 1970`s onwards and how it has changed over the decades. He eloquently, even enthusiastically describes how Mariahilfer Straße was slowly transformed into a modern metropolitan street, creeping away from the grey in grey post-war sadness. Some authors take the reader on a sensual journey: Harriett Anderson for example takes you on a bitter-sweet travel into the realm of typical Viennese food in this case: Vanillekipferl. It is a fantastically sweet escape and she works out a city´s sweet secret in a fairy-tale like manner, romanticising Vienna. On the other hand there are authors who express their anger and their annoyance about the notorious Viennese unfriendliness. This is harshly expressed by an American citizen. It is full of sharp criticism and mockery, but eloquently narrated, with a touch of self-stereotyping, addressing the common American paranoia that some kind of conspiracy is going on against their country. A paranoid story, which made me smile: exaggerated, but still convincing. Another author brilliantly backbites about the Viennese mentality and vernecular, inventing a virus based on the so called Golden Viennese Heart that turns foreigners into monstrous creatures. It is highly offensive but again a totally different idea  of how to cope with Viennese experiences, leaving a huge grin on my face. Most importantly a critical examination of Vienna´s nazi past takes place in the stories A Breath of Fresh Air and Born in 1933.The authors, in melancholic and thoughtful narration, bring us closer to the collective repression and double standards  of mostly older Viennese citizens towards the undescribable cruelties of the Nazi-regime and show a trace of this sad past is still lurking in some Viennese minds. It is very sad and beautifully told. As for the negative aspects of Vienna it can be clearly seen that many authors agree upon the common Viennese phenomenon of avoiding eye contact. This can be based on the fact that many Wiener  want to be left alone and are suspicious of foreigners strongly connected to a du gehst mich nichts an or rather was will den der mentality. This is also reflected in the story Vienna is the place you want to go when you want to be left alone.

But let me move away from the dark side of the force and turn the sunny side up. Away from dogshit, Nazis, spittle, ignorance and loneliness. There are also people who have had good experiences with this city, describing it as a place of friendship and understanding, praising its baroque buildings and high culture. Some even provide affectionate proof, by engaging the city in a fictive conversation, addressing its attitudes and proud façade. Also a homage to the Danube is included, describing it as an eye-witness of Vienna´s struggling past.
There is no doubt that this book captures a multiple variety of views from people of different nations, from Canada to India, U.S.A, Britain, Australia and Germany and it gives an interesting insight into people´s personal feelings about the city. Trust me, this small but witty written book is a very good read.
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