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Assignment 3: Be a Critic

vienna:views will open your eyes…
… to twenty new perspectives of this town! vienna:views is a most interesting, entertaining and surprising collection of twenty English texts about Vienna in prose and verse that cover everything from biting satire to touching, contemplative stories, everything from impressionistic poetry to fully fletched fictional narratives. However, they, or rather their authors have two things in common: an extraordinary skill and love for writing and a very special relationship with Vienna since they are, as it says on the cover “non-Viennese residents”.  The great diversity of this unusual anthology is what makes it so very special: It includes not only above mentioned differences in style and text type but also the authors come from a wide range of different origins, from Spittal/Drau to Shanghai, and backgrounds, from professional writers to hobby and amateur authors. This creates a very heterogeneous collection of impressions and approaches to one city. 
However different these views may be, there are still two topics that keep coming up in almost all of them: On one side clichés and stereotypes of Vienna as it is perceived in the rest of the world, including of course all the special expressions for cultural institutions (Kaffehaus) and numerous culinary specialties, on the other side the dark topic of National Socialism that seems to be still omnipresent in the multi-cultural city Vienna has come to be. These two re-occurring themes seem to reflect the very special view non-native residents have on our city: They have the deep knowledge of and insight into the city only residents can have and yet they look upon it with the eyes of strangers, noticing things we are so used to that we just do not – or pretend not to – see. And this is why this collection is so precious and it was high time for this group of people to get a possibility to express and publish their views and 
insights. This was made possible by a competition organized by the Vienna Lit Group, a young but ambitious organisation aiming to support English literature in Vienna. Out of the more than hundred texts that were sent in, a jury has chosen the twenty best ones to be published.
All in all I would strongly recommend everyone having whichever kind of interest in this city - be it as a native resident who wants to gain new insight into their well known home city, be it as immigrant who wants to learn more about their new home and its inhabitants, or be it as visitor or tourist looking for a different kind of travel-guide – you won’t regret buying a copy 
of this splendid anthology, and letting yourselves be carried away into those twenty different cities all called “Vienna” and see your own Vienna from a different angle!
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