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| thoroughly enjoyed my time in Vienna, and the staff of
the festival had taken great pains to ensure that | had
everything | needed to get around the city and explore.
The organization of both my accommodation and the
event itself was professional; the audience was ample,
the sound system effective, my on-stage interviewer well
familiar with my novel and ready with pertinent, well
thought out questions. Copies of both my recently
published books had been ordered in advance, and were
available for purchase. Moreover, the festival staff were
all warm and appreciative, and made me feel welcome.

Lionel Shriver

Lionel Shriver with radio FM4 presenter Chris Cummins

| just wanted to drop you a note expressing
my deepest thanks for organizing this
incredible event. Honestly, | love writing
and have not had enough of an occasion to
do it since coming to Vienna. This project
gave me the chance to do so and it really
meant the world to me.
The reading and event were just so much
fun and | met so many interesting new
people. In some sense, you really created
community and dialogue which is what
events like this are all about. | appreciate
the fact that you created a chance for me to
explore who | am and share that with
others.

Bond Benton (Vienna Views)

It was a great pleasure to participate in the Vienna Lit Festival. The intimacy of the venue was well
matched to the enthusiasm of the crowd. The organizers did everything right, which is hard to
achieve when you are trying something for the first time, especially something on this scale.
My thanks and congratulations.

Jonathan Carroll

Vienna Lit 2006 was probably the best organised, most warm welcoming literature event | have
ever been involved with. Julia Novak and her team of volunteers worked for over a year to put on a
series of events that went beyond all expectations.

On a personal level, | felt it was an important step on my career ladder, moving towards a higher
international profile. The festival used one of my poems to trigger writing in a number of schools,
which led to an event at which | was a judge to find the best poem written as part of that work. As a
writer | felt welcomed and respected, and would come back to Vienna in a heartbeat as long as
Julia was involved. | cannot praise her highly enough, her energy, and vision are extraordinary.

John Siddique



